Sunday Morning Sermon Feb.6, 2010

The Blessed Life Session V
“Putting your first fruits (finances) First”

Aw, Money isn’t everything! Huh?

. Traveling with a young disciple through the mountains, and he

sayed, “Money, what is money?” He was separated from his
wife because of drugs and mismanagement. He had no
concept that it was costing him real life.

Ecc 7:12 For wisdom is a defense as money is a defense, But
the excellence of knowledge is that wisdom gives life to those
who have it.

Ecc 10:19 A feast is made for laughter, And wine makes
merry; But money answers everything.

. Pr 3:9-10 9 Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with

the firstfruits of all your increase; 10 So your barns will be
filled with plenty,

John the Baptist
Lk 3:7-14 People wanted to get right with God and were all
told to do something in the financial area “...He answered and
said to them, "He who has two tunics, let him give to him who
has none; and he who has food, let him do likewise." 12 Then
tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him,
"Teacher, what shall we do?" 13 And he said to them, "Collect
no more than what is appointed for you.” 14 Likewise the
soldiers asked him, saying, "And what shall we do?" So he said
to them, "Do not intimidate anyone or accuse falsely, and be
content with your wages.”

Jesus

. Lk 16:9-13 "And | say to you, make friends for yourselves

by unrighteous mammon, that when you fail,* they may
receive you into an everlasting home. 10 He who is faithful in
what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in
what is least is unjust also in much. 11 Therefore if you have
not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will
commit to your trust the true riches? 12 And if you have not



been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what
is your own? 13 "No servant can serve two masters; for either
he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be
loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon.”

. Priority of God and Money Lk 12:13-37 Then one from the
crowd said to Him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the
inheritance with me."” 14 But He said to him, "Man, who made
Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?" 15 And He said to
them, "Take heed and beware of covetousness,* for one's life
does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”
16 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a
certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he thought within
himself, saying, 'What shall | do, since | have no room to store
my crops?” 18 So he said, 'l will do this: | will pull down my
barns and build greater, and there | will store all my crops and
my goods. 19 And | will say to my soul,"Soul, you have many
goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and
be merry.™ 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul
will be required of you; then whose will those things be which
you have provided?' 21 "So is he who lays up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward God."” 22 Then He said to His
disciples, "Therefore | say to you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat; nor about the body, what you will put
on. 23 Life is more than food, and the body is more than
clothing. 24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor
reap, which have neither storehouse nor barn; and God feeds
them. Of how much more value are you than the birds? 25
And which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
26 If you then are not able to do the least, why are you
anxious for the rest? 27 Consider the lilies, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin; and yet | say to you, even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 28 If then
God so clothes the grass, which today is in the field and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will He
clothe you, O you of little faith? 29 "And do not seek what you
should eat or what you should drink, nor have an anxious
mind. 30 For all these things the nations of the world seek
after, and your Father knows that you need these things. 31



But seek the kingdom of God, and all these things* shall be
added to you. 32 "Do not fear, little flock, for it is your
Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell what
you have and give alms; provide yourselves money bags which
do not grow old, a treasure in the heavens that does not fail,
where no thief approaches nor moth destroys. 34 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35 "Let your
waist be girded and your lamps burning; 36 and you
yourselves be like men who wait for their master, when he
will return from the wedding, that when he comes and knocks
they may open to him immediately.

. Lk 14:25-33 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He
turned and said to them, 26 "If anyone comes to Me and does
not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My
disciple. 27 And whoever does not bear his cross and come
after Me cannot be My disciple. 28 For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count
the cost, whether he has enough to finish it — 29 lest, after
he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who
see it begin to mock him, 30 saying, This man began to build
and was not able to finish.” 31 Or what king, going to make
war against another king, does not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 32 Or else, while the other
is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks
conditions of peace. 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not
forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple.

. Zacchaeus Lk 19:1-10 Then Jesus entered and passed through
Jericho. 2 Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus
who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he
sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the
crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going
to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He
looked up and saw him,* and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make
haste and come down, for today | must stay at your house.” 6
So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.
7 But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, "He has



gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 8 Then
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord, | give half
of my goods to the poor; and if | have taken anything from
anyone by false accusation, | restore fourfold.” 9 And Jesus
said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house, because
he also is a son of Abraham; 10 for the Son of Man has come
to seek and to save that which was lost."



