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|. Something that Breaks God’s Heart. Mal 2:13-17 And this is the
second thing you do: You cover the altar of the Lord with tears,
With weeping and crying; So He does not regard the offering
anymore, Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands. 14 Yet you
say, "For what reason?" Because the Lord has been witness Between
you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt
treacherously; Yet she is your companion And your wife by
covenant. 15 But did He not make them one, Having a remnant of
the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take
heed to your spirit, And let none deal treacherously with the wife of
his youth. 16 "For the Lord God of Israel says That He hates divorce,
For it covers one's garment with violence,” Says the Lord of hosts.
“Therefore take heed to your spirit, That you do not deal
treacherously.” 17 You have wearied the Lord with your words; Yet
you say, "In what way have we wearied Him?" In that you say,
"Everyone who does evil Is good in the sight of the Lord, And He
delights in them,” Or, "Where is the God of justice?"

Il. Marriage was initiated in the Garden of Eden .

Ge 2:18-25 18 And the Lord God said, "It is not good that man
should be alone; | will make him a helper comparable to him." 19
Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he
would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature,
that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds
of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was
not found a helper comparable to him. 21 And the Lord God caused
a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his
ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the
Lord God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He



brought her to the man. 23 And Adam said: "This is now bone of my
bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because
she was taken out of Man." 24 Therefore a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become
one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed.

lll. Jesus confirmed the validity of marriage by quoting the Genesis
account.

Mt 19:3-12 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying
to Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any
reason?" 4 And He answered and said to them, "Have you not read
that He who made* them at the beginning ‘made them male and
female,”™ 5 and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh’?* 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to
Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce,
and to put her away?" 8 He said to them, "Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but
from the beginning it was not so. 9 And | say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality,* and marries
another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is
divorced commits adultery.” 10 His disciples said to Him, "If such is
the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry."” 11 But
He said to them, "All cannot accept this saying, but only those to
whom it has been given: 12 For there are eunuchs who were born
thus from their mother's womb, and there are eunuchs who were
made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have made
themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven's sake. He who is
able to accept it, let him accept it.”

IV. Christian Marriage is a permanent, committed relationship
See the above passage

V. What importance is given to Christian marriage?

Heb 13:4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled;
but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.



VI. Marriage after the resurrection

Mt 22:23-30 The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no
resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 24 saying: "Teacher,
Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother shall
marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. 25 Now there
were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married,
and having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. 26 Likewise the
second also, and the third, even to the seventh. 27 Last of all the
woman died also. 28 Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of
the seven will she be? For they all had her.” 29 Jesus answered and
said to them, "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the
power of God. 30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels of God* in heaven.

VIl. The apostles clearly state and enforce the marital duties of
husband and wife

A. Paul Eph 5:22-33 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the
Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is
head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24
Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the
wives be to their own husbands in everything. 25 Husbands,
love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her
with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and
without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives
as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29
For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are
members of His body,* of His flesh and of His bones. 31 "For
this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.™ 32
This is a great mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the
church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so
love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she
respects her husband.



Col 3:18-19 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting
in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter
toward them.

B. Peter 1Pe 3:1-7 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own
husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they,
without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2
when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear.
3 Do not let your adornment be merely outward — arranging
the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel — 4 rather
let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very
precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this manner, in former
times, the holy women who trusted in God also adorned
themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you
are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 7
Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding,
giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being
heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not
be hindered.

VIIl. The prohibition of marriage is one of the marks of degenerate
times

1Ti 4:1-3 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines
of demons, 2 speaking lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience
seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry,...”

IX. The Lamb of God gets married Rv 19:7-9Let us be glad and
rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, "Write:" Blessed
are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!™ And
he said to me, "These are the true sayings of God."



X. Marriage inevitably divides attention between God and spouse! 1
Corinthians 7:34

As with an unmarried man, an unmarried woman is concerned about
the Lord's affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body
and spirit. But a married woman (or man) is concerned about the
affairs of this world - how he/she can please her partner.

XI. The seventh and the tenth commandments guard marriage.

Ex 20:14 "You shall not commit adultery.

Ex 20:17 "You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not
covet your neighbor's wife, nor his male servant, nor his female
servant, nor his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your
neighbor's."

XII. Who should | marry?

2Co 6:14-18 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what
communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ
with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you* are the
temple of the living God. As God has said: "l will dwell in them And
walk among them. | will be their God,And they shall be My people.™
17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says
the Lord.Do not touch what is unclean, And | will receive you.™ 18 'l
will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters,
Says the Lord Almighty.™

XIII. Additional Tips on relationship
1Co 7:1-18 Marriage tips and teaching

Eph 4:26-27 "Be angry, and do not sin":* do not let the sun go down
on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil.

the Bible forbids physical or verbal spouse abuse Colossians 3:19,
NIV. "Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.”
NKJV says bitter



Keep the relationship growing in unity and understanding. Ephesians
4:2-3 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.

how long is marriage intended to last?

"By law a married woman is bound to her husband as long as he
lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to marry anyone she
wishes, but he must belong to the Lord.1 Corinthians 7:39

XIV. What about romance in the marriage? Pr 5:15-19 Drink water
from your own cistern, And running water from your own well. 16
Should your fountains be dispersed abroad, Streams of water in the
streets? 17 Let them be only your own, And not for strangers with
you. 18 Let your fountain be blessed, And rejoice with the wife of
your youth. 19 As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts
satisfy you at all times; And always be enraptured with her love.



